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4 NE : qa :To the | et 

Tdenlat the Epiſcopal and 

| Prechynnis parties: To you | 
| "alk Joymy. "and. Puree. : rs 


> HE righteous Judge 7 o al the would boikng o for out 
_  mchty ins, lorg. Sqntdended with us: byfire; even the 
fire of a cruel, unhatural,. C:vib #arre , and chrough 
| «rnd Spirit. whith be hath-mmngled\anjongfh uy. 
35 2% © - daſhr'we one aganſt Anatber, and ſec uoines Pare 
re now v diſtinguiſhed into; the E piſcopaly. Pr andthe 
5 with theit: t Sabdvif: Ic is high time to be hums- 
bled under. Gods fog Hmid 3/20 return unto him by unfeigned 
Repenctance, [£0 lay Ekeal that wrath: and viananaide: of $piriez 
that hath polleſi,and- Gl doth.the moſt. amongſt rhe. Parties bafore- 
named, andfo be reconciled to eachother. > 162) wotls- 
As yet Lfear we arefarfrom that frame of Sprrit which Godlaoks 
for; : He bearkens 16 hear that Evety particular perſon or party in Theſe 
Nations ſhould ſay,#hat heve 4 dave ? Whereas our rhouphts 'are ra 
ther fixed-upon Wiatathers have dove.to ws; and this Gott at a 
diftance. from us, and us ata —_ from-one* another; 7! 
Solompri tels us; that a moan of ms derftanding is of as excellent Spi 
rit '( or-as in-the Original )) | is of a coo! os Prov.1-7:27. Teact- 
ing us, that not.only a moderate:and cool ſpint freefrom intempe- 
xa7e heucs, and violentpalions, is an ras ay writs ' buctharthey 
which have-1t.not ate: :Fbales,; deſtitue of 3 Stieles 
dun vitia fuginnt, 1 comratia carrine.!  Andthis hackyer cen the 


| F olly of all Parties co runout of one Extream into"anidcher.. 


remewber: 4 King of: Frawe coming to his Gavabbninls, (re 
quicing ſome  ———_ — Stateomgs ofhis} chas 


IS was 
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' was retiring from his Court) was prefemed by him with a lark 
\ Moderation , Moderation , Moderation: By winch he infinuared 


that Moderation was the only way to make both: Prince and People 
happy in each other; - And if fo, 'to reſtore both Prixce and People 
to 1t, that have loſt it by running into Extreams. 

Though therefore our Breaobes ſeem to be like the Breaches of che 


Sea, which can hardly bereſifted, or made up age, and'the fierce . 


Contentions,. devouring Diviſions and Dyfferences chat have bzen bc- 
tweenall Parties, ſeem to be like the Comtemtons amongſt Brethrey, 
which Solomon tels us are Hike the Bars of 4 Caſtle, which naturally 
are baracadoed to reconciliazion. and accomadation with each orher 
again : A Brother offended being "harder td be won than « 


City, Prowi8.1g, Yer if that our own iniquities and the Jeſuics 


ſubtilcies hinder nor, rhere is a'way to unice usall together, and 
to pluck uphe Cauſes of all-our Difſentions by the * Reors, and char 
is by Moderation, Moderation, Moderation. | Vi 2 
. - Now itis Moderation, a Chriſtian Condeſcention to, and Recorcci- 
ligtion With each other, that Iprofeſ that-Ipropowndl as the end of my 
|; al. and -plam dealing with you all. - © MT 1 
And thar 1. may remove thac which is rhe great Impediment and 
Hinderance thereof amongſt all parties, viz. the high opinion and 
concert they have of themſelves ; all rheir waies being as Solomon 
ſaith, r:ght 1wtheir own ees, that all others have 'wronged them, and 


have been ;»j#rious to nonts © 


' Fhough Itmay nga Bron ro fome of youto ſpeak as one: 


more likely ro-widen, than to heal the Breaches now amoneſt us, by 
ſome ſmare- paſſages:and expreflions. + _ Gal 

- Yetl increar you all to conſider; that what T have written that 
may giveany of you occafion ſo to #hink;, is only out:of My myferg- 


ned deſite- to remove that great /mpedineemt aforeſaid to Molleration,. 


our of the wey from! all Parties. And that we may not be lightly 
healed, it ts, that I ſo often ſeem:roſearchyou tothe quick. © © 

_ Lex nar therefore: I beſeech you', any thing that hach drope 
from, my Pen, be raken by:rhe wrong Handle, and beſo far per- 
verted; as:roheighren your paſſions and pre/ndioes againſt on? ano- 
ther, but.a5 all Pmreies have joyned together by their /»s10 pro- 
voke the Divine Aajeſty, thus wolully to. wowd us, and almoſt 


ju us all 0. piece 3 foler ms callupon one anocher, in the words 


$007 OO I RTE... 


————— 
BPRS 


of the Propher, Come and ler. 1s return mito the Lord ;, for he: hath allo confirms 


feunttts us,. and be ' will keat u6y. he hah rorn us, and he will bind what Lafficm, 


-- an many places: - 


- To this purpoſe, let me. in the firſt place maks my addrefs ro {3 works 
your an Berge Party, whether of the Clergy or Laytie, 4s you p41. 3660, 1n- 
Se i fron; ind.00-(uni-anyedicg ine nigh lake dis Freed 
provoke you ; Cxcept tO Love and good works+ Yergivemeleave to 52 the Unyer- 
cellyou rhat the great encouragement that generally hach been given lity of Oxford ,. 
ro Prophanenefs, and the Scorn,, irrow and Perſecution of Godly veariag hp gf 
wenn all ages, from the jimeof Referring till God brought this whom he i- 
po d che Holy Oncof Iſrael, 1th the Reve- 


all 
Joſgpaes us; 1.fear hath much prove | 
, - That ic hach been a ſinne of 2 {org Panding amongſt your 1,70 ents t 


whereof you are highly guilry. * I ſhall preſent you withra' bis RePoGliue 


of thacPious and Learned Biſhop. Downam, in is-Sermon preached prethres; faih. 


at Spirrle,. above forry years ago, called\ Abrahams Trial , p.72. be | 
Even mn thefe times,ſaith be Godly hve amongſt ſach — of of he pile 
menthat if s man do but labour to keep a.gr0d Conſcience in any-menſure ; of this Nation. 
chongh he meddle. we with matters; of State; wr Diſciplines o Gere tn] na 
mones; As for example, 1f'a Minſter diligently preach, or in preath- Lately —_— 
ing, ſeek. ts profit rather then pleaſe; remenbring that ſaying of the i© with the = 
Apoſtle, 1f 1 ſeek to pleaſe men,. I am net the- Servant of Chriſt, Gal. P'ague, &6, 
1.10. :Or if eprivate Chriſtian mate Conſcience of ſwearing, ſantt;- OP 
fig the Sabbath, frequenting Sermons,or abſtaining from the Corrupti- p > 5 'S 
es of the: trmes,: he ſhall. ftraig, be fri eons: 7 a Puritan, and ich be,thould; 
—_ find leſs favour than ether a Carnal Goſpelier or a cleſe Pa- - Srage-Blajer 
C : ; ; By or TLNIKITU- 
Ir ſeemerh. in. thoſe daies perſons of meek andquier Spirits , nit Fane 
chough conformable ro rhe p aro oaths of Church Ay —_—_ —_ 5 ag 
with the perſecution of che Tongue, underthe odious andfEproach- ſuburbs wick'a, 
ful nameof Pires; and found: leſs' favour than Prophane ones or ©12 Moneths. 
Papifts.. How you proceeded to higher degrees, nor only of the aKer our 4th;. 
Tongue, bur Hard,:torhe- Silencing, Swſpeuding, and imprifoning rion pat nat 
of many Pious and Conformable Miniſters, thu: would not publ Lof berue wor 
hat weful Book for the Prophanation of the Lords Daier; f6reing/ma- among ws, 
| Ny Godly: Mimfters and Chriſtians to'leave their Native Country, would have. 
and flee into New-England; Holland; and other Plates. The Hr ns. 
Remonſtrance of. the Perlament begun in Nov. 1649. doth at'large cenſured —_ 


denvouftrace ; together. with thofE many - Speechgs ſpoken by Sir Ed--1irans for 
: _F a+ 


ES4 -- | ſoot CC. 


eſpecially. in / 


Fob a. _ "a Ke 


chought is 
h Nie my.Lotd-. Dicks ands het that Were Bo Puritans; 
elk -Nar. yer far chexarel abolivion Ob. Epifcoparyu. Saicb Sit. Edjyard Deer-\ 
hare b/uſbed: 3g, The Pride, the Avarice, the Ambition, the Oppreſſ ion of out re 


golane ace ting Clergy, is Epidemicaly it bath» infetted thine all” | There _ 


& un». 7 [cares of them which «no prattical mn; 
Fafonabe 4 cauſe in hand, which they impiouſly do we the Piery of i mes gue 
ſpinibg. / marmh fo mrong a Pieky 5 abit" Lan leh tofupy” foal 31 d 
- Iu Facmms fioraſſeipme Ivov | \!; Yo b&w 35:49 * 107 «42130% 


dpeictien ant And:Gach my(Loud> oral P. 65: of:'The fame Colledtotis, 


Palſages' of There 15.99 aan within theſe walls whore gs of the beguy grievance 
Ry) p: of Church-Gavernmem thas fab nor - eftions are more keew 
For vill \re be elypingofalſe wigrafrhe Prettr whereby they ave mono 
Tk at Furni. 12 Jo! Inſoleey'3 ner. Cute fs more ardent 70 the ſturing of thens, 


'S1nne Gare 3 4y neverſprag agains* 1 | 
Jn, Halbourne, . I fabpoſe you areſo eaten-up with cheſenſe of your own ſufferings, 
41, 


ay: you haveforgottenthe occafioy you gave to many of Gods people 
Bw ro God againſtyou their bard Takmaſters. :Ler my 


by.be* ang Ale thinks the wrogeatce ; 
| he SS > hich NG Z 


heey fo laids.25 if it were meant, nw Gonerarion, des 

. Sree, #0 complexionof tuankindl ſhould tſoapt'ite"\"+ 
Has there a man of a nice. and tender Conſrience, him they aflifled 
with ſcandal in adiaphoris), 1mpoſing on him thofe things as neceſſary , 
* high. be, one Mr af, and br ys aged honey, oy but pode 

8 

we 0 Away that: ada the Eftabliſhmon by hes: 5 => FW 
of bis Religion, him have they neled withunuwoations) with freſh ineyedea 


Cons to Popery. 
___ Has there amneſia eco huonble Spiriry / bim have they chm; 
+ pled to diterntheir grade.) * em 2m) 3 


Was there aman that - tee mutter: aqainf het hnſvlenties, hemay 
enquire for his Lugs,' they have brewnctin the Biſhops Vi eation. As 
if they. wonld net. only dertve their Brandi(hment' of he Spiritual Sword 
from Saint. Pater, ur of- the. material ue "og ame right fo cut off 
. EATS > +089 3 SLTIP i A IN JP bag VIA 
Now as it Was: _rhug with: the» Governiner'd the Church, "wha w- 
- *{ually, did.evercye their- Seventy inal thieic'' #5 rations. upon Fuck 
as could not upon Conſtientians Groiinds conform to their ſuperſiiri- 
i ous Ceremienies 8c 2a5My Lord:Dz 1gby witneſſerhy againſt them; --$6 

de couriers of. evbinrinegs 
p*!; iH10HsS 


, 
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pee rphaveSons of E/athey made many 59 abherthe Ofer;ngrof Mr ER 
: the Lord» Andin ficad of preſſing upon the. people che neceſſity ot re- - . | 
** revergtion and holineſs, withour Which: no. exterance; into the King- -. 
] gomof Heaven te that hely Singularity and preciſeneſs whichthe | * - 

Word- of .God requires ;\the' mort . of. their zeal ventedioſef; -in *_ . 
cloſe Sercaſmerar Puricy inthe Pulpit ; chough inwas their Common © ,__.... 
Frgels dag, chat the relt of our laves hereafcer\migit be +7 Boat he.” 
84 4 \ : \\ FR Wk, V7 2 obs : - 
4 no all hich do but call to-mind that gereral Prophaneneſs that groteane FR A 
had overrun the Kingdem,-.in Cert, City and Connery ;\ and you this junfture of 


nocent: Martyts, un what yourhave ſuffered from God and mar. + \<) havebuca li 


 - Surely that Flood of Praplianeneſs hat now 'again. begins tO arife, pope bf Praga, 
and that extream wielent Spuric that appeareth {till among:many of yelling , roar- 
you, doth evidence, that though God bath humbled you and brought ing, drinkiog ,. 
you a I yer 2 | RR humbled your arty under the At- 5 Fr Ie 

.ohty-Hakd of God; nor have” yet repemediogre: him Glrgs (23 of tha © 
CE et fore ge Kings, .be mſtrufedye” Tanlyct and Rulers bangle 
the Earth; K3ſs the” Son, Jelt:his. auger Whicl be: hath:made* to fear, may pro» 
ſmoak, againft. you,. be further incenſeds; to-your Ryive: And you Yoke the Lord 
of the Epiſcepal Clergy, If youmhavenozeal\tor. the Hovanr,of your (Prevent or. 
Halter Chriſt Teſma,. weoſe Anhaſſadorsyoupretend'to de3ior piety hath "aol 
tothe precious 'Sonls of Men 3 'yer if there; beunyowany zeabreſpecÞ mongſit us, = 
$0 the reſtoring of-your-Sovera;gs- T0. che Government of the Land , Dr. 7ackſon 
and his proſperous and. peaceable Government, preach down rhat hath drawn 
horrid prophaneſs that ſtill appears in the moſtof choſe rhat eſpouſe pans on 

Dang " preſenr 
his */ztereffx preſs them-to follow.as much afrer-Folmeſsas.they do condition in 
Pace; withour which they ſhell never: iſer Grd. 2 Exhorr them” to theCity of Lox- 
Repentarce (fori their - preſent incorrigibleneſs-amder) Gods Hand : doz and other 
Urge them to a Spirit- of Lover and: Moderation" i And: be'ye ex- prom the 
emplary 'to' them. in all theſe things://»* | And-denot {tull:difcover Ce 
your pride and-ohſtimacy by 2 violent purſue of areſteration and retwri co the C S- of 
to-your formet worldly Pimpand Greatneſs, yeur Domreermg: Domi- Trircies, one. 
Mop MS £Q (Goverment; your: Former \ſplenard,” ſuperſivons-a d rere- Of the moſt 
1anjea Service.of God. Why (hold either Clergy-or Lamp ima- f2rihing Ci- 
gine; that ,what-plexſeth- cheir. ovwnt- carmel Fanciesiin Gods Worſhip the rms, 
and Service, is plzaſing to him whois 2 Spirit, and will bewor- were fo intem- 
ſoiprin' Spiric and Truth... Our-Blefſed. Saviour is ofano: herwird , Pcraly ſerups: 
of! | at 


, 
FRO f 
_ a Ln On 


will find gþytyau haveno great. cauſero look upon yur ſelves. a5 Bip that the gs: 


gs RE ie IA 


theic wonted anidtels us, Lake 16.15, That which ir highly eeewel nog 


delights Ciry wen, 1s abomination in the fight of God. . And io alfo isone of your | 
had been ſack-'J #dgment, Learned Mr. John Hales, in his Works ſer forth by Mr. | 


ed 4 times, and  Jobn Pierſon, Page, 72. Saith he, Bud fjuwoat hoc noſtres Ti 


- did nor retain -adynittere mores ? * meaſure we God by our ſelver, and becauſe 
fo much as the we are led with ra and goodly things, think it is ſo wth Ged.. 


likeneſs of w* 
. it had been, Seneca T 


i! the ſame. day into the Capitol, and pratliſed his Art, and danced before Jupiter, 


\.. Nofoonerwas and thought he did the god agreat Pleaſure. Beloved, 7» mary the 


Py 
this ſtorm of | Lelike this Pupper Player, and do much weaſure God by the 5-4 
ar aoh Br Pls, by the world OE ecanocke your gay and guilded FH your 
The Beams of Laden Copes.and Organs, your ſquare Caps, Rochers, Lawn Sleeves; 


4 reports , chat a Pantomumus, « Puppet-Player and Dancer is * 
yetthey were. ROME, breauſe rhat he pleaſed the people well, was wont to go uffepery | 


Peace reiored and Sirpiices, your Cringing and Bowing » your Dopping and | 


/ again,but they Ducking to the High Alrar, your Dancing up and down from place 
ern} co place, toread the firſt and ſecond Service, with many Sronkas; 
theteſh ſene Juper flmone: and ſuperſticious Ceremonies, pleaſed your ſelves andthe 
of deadly Va- :gnorant People, therefore you thought *God was pleaſed therewich 
pours from alfo, But-if- you: conſulc with 'Mr. Hales, he rels you, P.170. 


AT 44550 


their murdered 7 þ,y to add to the Church outward Statelineſs and Pomp, 1s nething elſe 1 


Citizens, buri- to 


- - *_gg Ci-. "Ys Kingdom of the world: a thing which I ds the rather note ( ſaich 


make a Centanre ; marry and joyn the Kingdoms of Chrif wth 1 


he) becauſe the conmuance of ſome Ceremonies in the Church, | 
heving fad ty of the Church of Rome, to think that 


there 15 ms Religian, mo Service , without theſe Ceremwites, &cc. How | 


far you were gane towards Rowe in this reſpeit; your ſilencing many = 


_ Godly, Orthodox and Able Preichers, for not conforming to your 
Superſtitions Ceremonies, doth witneſs agunſt you : '! And that you 
— pecargy Ef no Religion, nor Service 
" without theſe Ceremonies, your wiolext Deſires and high Hopes to 
ſee _—_ impoſed, Fer abundantly declare. > Fe 
Let metherefore perſwadeyouto more Moderation. And though 
Pag. 1700 You have as euraforeſaid Author ſaith, falles too much aupon that Spar- 


tans Concert, that in his Travels, ſeeing the Brams und: Poſts of Houſes 


' ſquared and carved,atked If the Trees grew fo in thoſe Conmries ? ſo ha- 
APE ITE long acquaimed with « Form of Worſhip, ſquared and carved, 
trickt and ſet out with ſhew, and Cer ; have been apt to think that 
Trees grow ſo ; that there is n»natural (hape and F ace of Gods Worſhip. 

Yet hewvill tell you; that ab 1mir1o nor fuit fie , and this hedothilearn- 

: ealy 


1 pb Mt es * 
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4dly and largely prove, p.171. To which Irefer you. 

Ler cheretore che wotul miſeries and calamiries which you haye 
brought upon cke Land, by ſo altering the Face of the Engliſh 
Charch, ſince the Reformation thereof in Queen Elizabeths dates, 
through your ſo Popiſh and Smperſtitions Innovations ; that you made 
it look ſo like the Painted Whore of Babylon, that Santta Clara hath 
publiſhed, That the F ace of our Church began to alter, the Language 
of our Keligion to change ; and ſetting Puritans aſide, our Articles ard 
their Religion would ſoon be agreed. Let alſo your violent urging con- 
formity to theſe Ceremonies, which you made the Devils. Steves to 
winnowW Proms men Of Tender Conſciences , out of their Miniſterial 
. Employments : Ifay, ler theſe with your many other Prorrocations 
_ of the Divine Majeſty, mecken and moderate your Spirits, reftrain 
your eager purſuit of E prſcopacy in flats corrupto, With its ſuperttiti- 
ous Vaniries ; eſpecially coniidering how much. Blood and Treaſure 
hath been expended in this Buarrel. My Lord Digby was of ano- 
ther mind, before a Drop of Blood was ſpilr - Saith he, P,74. 
Let uu not deſtroy, but make Biſhops ſuch as they were in the Primuive 
$11732C5» | 
Do their large Terruories, their large Revenues offend? let them 
be retrencht : The good Biſhop of Hippo had but a narrow Diu- 
ceſs. 

3s their Courts and Subordinates offend ? let them be brought to g0- 
wern 4s in the Primitive times, by Aſſemblies of their Cler- 
ICs 
ot Deth their intermedling in Secular Affairs offend ? Exclude thens 
from the capacity, it is ns more than what reaſon and all antiquity hath 
interdifted them. 

That you may be glad of thi when you can get it , and may meet 
with no furrher Obſtruttions, I ſhall now dire&t my Diſcourſe to you 
of the Presbyterian Parry. | | 

Who alſo have as: great (anſe to be humbled and repent, as the 
Party before ſpoken to, rhough not for the very ſame ſms. Ne 

- The great.and cogent Argument by winch Ged woulg reſtrain his ' 
people of old from oppreſſion of others, was rhis, the ſenſe of the op- 
efſiens Which. they had lain under in the Land of Egype: And 
one would think, rhis ſhould have reftramed you ' rhat groaned ſo 
much under the cppreſſion of your Conſciences and-Eftares. And yer , 
no ſeoner wete you come our of gee T riþalation- your ſelves, but 
\ | ke 
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like that crwel Servant in the Goſpel, .you fell to bearing and wound- 
" #ng- of your Fellowes in both. All chat woful cruelty and ſeveriy 
which you inflicted by Segqueſtrction and /mpriſonment, upon thoie 
that could nor jou with you, in raking upof Arms, andin the Era- 
d:cation , in [tea of the” Keformation of the Government Of the 
Church,xhile you were in Power, (hould very much welt and molifie 
your hearts, and much cle them to accomodation and wwederati- 
ox : Eſpecially conſidering with what lictle reſpeF unco the Con- 
ſciences of ochers ye violently impoſed upon them wowes and Oarhs, 
wherein you only were ſarisfied your ſelves: For refw/ing whereof 
many Orthodox Miniſters loſt their Livings, that could not other- 
wiſe have been ejefted-as ſcandaloxs and inſwfficient ; but only for 
this particular Malignancy : Forgerting how much you cried out 
againſt che P;ſhops rew Oath, which rhey would have impoſed. Sure- 
ly had you in this ebſerved that Golden Rule of our Saviour, to do to 
ochers, as you would be done by : you would not co promore the Ince- 
relt of your own Party, have hewed out a Reformation with ſo much 
violence; and toimpoſe a rigid Presbjtery, have ſpared none of a 
Aifferent judgment from you, that ſtood in your way. 

I hope in all this time that God hath laid you afide, ye who are 
what you profeſ{ your ſelves to be ( whether Miniſters or people ) 
ſuch as fear to offend the Divine Majeſty, and avoid all appearances of 
evil, have made ſome ſerious reflexrons upon your ſelves, and have 
humbled your Soxles before the Lord for your many miſcarriages , 
while you were in power, and for thoſe extreams into which you 
have 79% With the reſt. 

I am ſure ic was your Dwty in the day of —_y tO conſider. 
You ſhould have corfdered what —— che Lord agatn(t you, 
not only to diſappo;nt your. hopes ofſerling your ſo much admired 
Church-Gevernment, but alſo to bring the whole Miniſtry of theſe 
N ations aS neat toan utter extrrpation, as you had brought thoſe that 
ordained you, and ſet you apart to- fhewark, of ge Momo AE 

But the w1iolexce of many of your Sprrics, Willch appeareth in this 
day-break of your hopes of deliverancefrom men of Antimonarch:- 
cal and Anti-minifterial ſpirits, makes methink you have not truly 
and throughly been humbled for what is paſt. No marvel therefore 
that ſo many of you are ſo perrinacious 1n your Way. | 

I beſeech you therefore. let your Modeſty and \Moderation be 
known. unto all men, in giving over your a4a/ene purſuit, ofan _ - 

| e 
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luxe and independeat Presbytery, from the Angels of the Churches : 


and. be of a condeſcending towards others, who may have as much 
Reaſon and Scripture on their fice, and may appear to be as piozes 
and conſcientious 4s your ſelves. Do not think that there can be-no 
purity of Ordinances,but where there is aPar:ty in rheir Adminiſtra- 
tors, Neither any- Reformation of Church-Government , withour 
the extirpatzon Of it r20t and branch. | 

Tre great Objettion that liech againſt this Afotron 1s, that you lic 
under an Obligation by Covenant to extirpate the Government of the 
(irrch by Arch-Biſhops, Biſheps, 8&c. And thetefore you cannot 
recede from it. | 

To which I Anſwer, that an «»lawfu! Oath bindeth not. Now 
whether that long League or Covenant ( wherein were too many 
words to be without ſin ) were lawful yeaor no, Idefire youto 
compare it with thoſe Rules and Qualifications of a lawful Oathor 
Vow laid down by the Aſſembly of Drvines , in their Humble Ad- 
vice,Y.I1. | 

An Oathſay they, muſt be impoſed \by lawful Autherity ; whoſo 
takes it, #5 to avouch _— but a he ts fully perſwaded ts the trmth , 
what 1s good and juft, and what he ts able to perform, and bindeth not 
fo /iMs, 

Now Ifay, if you do but compare the Covenant With theſe Qual:- 
fications, you will I ſuppoſe be of my 931d, that ic calleth racher 
for your Huml:ation, than your Ratification of the ſame. 

Peruſing ſome of your Proofs to rheſe Particulars, I find Gezy.24. 
2,3,5,6,38. Before that Abrahams Servant would ſwear tinto his 
Maſter, though the Oath was plain and ſhort, heputs in a Peradven- 
ture, V.5., What if the woman will not come with mo into the Land ? 
Shall cw be d:ſcharged of my oath? v8. Surely if.ye had fear- 
ed an Oath, ye might have proponnded many doubrs and ſexuples be- 
fore you had taken the Covenant your ſelves, or ſo harſhly impoſed it 
upon others, under ſuch ſevere penalties. | 
 Qmeſt.t. Wharif the Church of Scotland, whoſe Doftrine, D:ſ- 
cipline and Government ( 1 underſtand not ) will after their way of 
Government, &c, whether 1 willor ns, Am Irthen diſcharged of 
»y Oath ? | : | 

2. What if the Government of the Church by Arch- Biſhops, Bi- 
ſhops, &c, being ſerled by the Law of England, cannot be reme- 


ved without a Law made by the Three Eſtates in Parkament , con- 
B 2 filing 
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ſiſting of King, Lords, indCommons:'s it no: unlawful for me to fwear 
the extirpaticn thereof ? And does anew Oath 11D, oled without the 
Anthority aforeſaid, bind me to obſerve u ? 

3. What if the Parliament Whole Rights and Priviledges 1 (wear ab- 
ſolutely to preſerve, thall introduce Popery, Herefie and Prophaneneſs, 

* Which 1;-;. Which is notto preſerve and defend the rrue Religion, am 1 nor then 

=. Gdiſchargedof my Oath ? ſeeing my (enant tiesme todefend his 
ration of our CIcnars Y 5 my Vigo eat : 
loyalty ro MA/Aajeſties Perſon and Amthority only with this * limuracion, 1n the 

Kings, no fur- preſervation and. defence of the true Religion. 

ther then they "Many other things might have been ſuggeſted to this purpoſe. You 

ng art ſhould ao well ro conſider whether you did not force Many nor only 

—_ TO 29 ſwear, bur to 1-e alſo, in affirming thar they emred into this So- 

Word of God, lens League and Covenant, after other means of Supplication, Remon- 

the Oath of ſ?ygnce, Proteſtations and ſufferings, When rhey never had theleaft 

Allegiance, Or þanq in any of them, bur meerly to prevent or mirrigate their 

the Proreſtati- Safferi d F ane 

on which ye ings undec your hands, 

all ook before Andalſo whether thegreateſt number of thoſethat took the Cove- 

this Covenant, aa#t Willingly, could be perſivaded of chat which they did avouch as 

doth nor inthe zruth, thar they entred into this Covenant, according to the commen- 
leaſt mention LL. prattiſe of theſe Kingdoms in former times : Or whether it were 

or allow: for ! | . 

therein ye pro- NOT Father a manifeſt untrurh. For except What was done in former 

reſted accord- times by the Krrk of Scotland, the Chronicles of England or any 0- 

ing to the duty ther Hiſtory give no teſtimony to what you affirms. 

of your alle- Jr appeareth therefore from theſe Conſiderations, and by the 

Biance, '® . ſwallowing down of this Covenant ſo raſhly your ſelves, and impoſing 

maintain and = .. 

defend his Ma- 15 {9-har{hly upon orhers, that to-one ſcruple of Conſcience, there was 

jeſties royal #4 pound of worldly wiſdom and carnal policy ; and that the deſign of 

P-rſon and this Oath was to oblige men, more to a Party, than to Duty, 

Eſtate, I have ſpoken the more freely 1n largely of this buſinels concern- 
ing the Covenant and its non-obliging power, becauſe rhat I have 
obſerved many. Miniſters much bewail the bickwardneſs of people 
to Covenant- Reformation, and the great guilt of Copenant-breaking 
they lie under : Yer never herd any robewail the z2ak;ng of it. 
Though by what hath been ſ#ggefted, there 1s. as-much cavſe for the 


ene 45 the other. 


And therefore be perſwaded' I beſeech you, in ferd of a main=" 


raining what you have-done, truly-ro repent for what is paſt; eſpe- 
ctally for your grear ſever:ty in 1mpoling 1c upon many others, who 
did as truly ferup/cthat, as ſome of you did the Engagement :: and Þ 
ſup-- 
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ſuppoſe many of you would have done the often attempted Cath of 
Abjuration. | 

Sirs, ye are now brought to the Towch-ſtone, whether ye be in- 
deed ſuch as ye have publickly profeſſed your ſelves to be in your 4- 
pologerical Declaration, your ſerious Kepreſemtation and Vindication of 
your ſelves from the irregular attings of the Independent Party: "That 
you were Friends tO a Kegulated Monarchy, toa Free Parkament, 
that you never intended the ſubver/i2» and change of the Faxdamen- 
tal Lawes and Government of this Nation, that it may appear rhat 
theſe were not the male-contented evaporations of a diſappointed Fa- 
&:on ( as ſome areltill apr ro judge, by the.w:olexce of many of your 
ſpirirs, now youare again onrher:/ing fide. ) 
 Ler theſenſe of thoſe miſeries and calamiries which ye brought 
upon the Srare,by your w1olent atrempts and endeavours zo:ally ro ſub- 
vert and change the Government of the Church, beforethe Treaty. 
at the Iſle of Wight ; the experience you have had of. the. great aupleaſ- 
ingneſs to all: Parties , but your ſelves,. of the way that you pro- 

nd, And as ever ye defireto prevent the letting in of a ſweeping. 
deftruttion at the gates of our Drvi/ions, which are never like to be 
compoſed, n_ you violently purſue char wherein the Divine Pro- 
vidence hath- fo ſigyally croſled you, noi prevarit upon you to lay 
aſide your eager contention for an abſolute Presbytery :* 'And hwng- 
bly as becometh Chriſtians profefſing Godlineſs, to' be ſubjett ro 
Authority, acquieſce in the determinations of this great Council, the 
Parliament, Which God hath ſo wonderfully brought together ; inres 
ference tn the Government both of {{hurch and State: 

And to this purpoſe, as I havein particular addrefled my ſelf to 
che Epiſcopal (ergy, foI alſo ſhall conclude with a word or two 
unto you of the Presbyterian Miniſtry. | 

Iris molt evident, rhas your work, as Mimſters of the Goſpel is, 
to be mſiramental in turning not only of the hearts of men unto 
God, but alſo to twrn and reconcile the hearts of men- unto one ano- 
cher. Ir was prophefied of John the Bapriſt , who was a burn- 
1g and a (hinng tight , that he ſhould turn the hearts off Pas 
rents to. their Children, and of Children to their Parents, Mal. 4. 
Luke 1.17. Ideſfire you to confider, whether in Read of do» 
ing this good. work, ye had not a great hand formerly in twr--- 
ing the parts of Children from their Parents, both Natural.and Ci+ 
214, whenfrom your Rulpirs;. ye ſounded rhoſe Alkermes to this - 
VIL: 


Ws | 

vil War, andſo mightily provoked young people.( who underſtood 
not the Quarrel ) to leave both their Maſters and Parents ( with- 
out their conſext ) and to adventure their lives in the high places of 
the field, for the Cauſe of Chriſt. I beſecch you therefore now be 
as forward 11 turning the hearts of Children to their Parents again + 
Take need of raiſing and fomenting jealouSes and fears, whereby to 
alienate and tury away the - hearts of people from Aﬀethon and Sub- 
jeftion to the Fathers of their Country. And as John the Baprift did 
this by the preaching of Repentance, by an ;mpartial preiling of eve- 
ry oneto the conſcronable performance of the dwries of their particu- 
lar places and callings; '{o be''ye perſwaded to do the like in chis 


Junilure of time. Preſs upon your Hearers, and charge upon their | 


Conſciences, who are forward enough to make profeſſion of the Du- 
zies of the Firſt Table ; to be conſcionable in the obſervance of the 
Dwties of the Second, and eſpecially of that Fifrch Command, to 
which the Promſe of long life is made, and the violation whereof we 
have caſe to fear, hath ſhortned rhe daies of wavy in this Natren, 
 andſent chem co their Graves in Coffins of Blood. 

Many there are I ſuppoſe, which have offended in this kind, 
through 1guorazce, for want of Information from their Teachers. 
Bur that both good Miniſters and People are apt to forget themſelves, 
as to'this Particular, _— the Drams ſhould never have beater it 
out of their Heads, is evident, by the memento that Paylgiverh ro 
T itus, Chap. 3.v.5. Put thews in mind to be ſubjelt to Principalities and 
Powers, and that they be obedient to Magiſtrates. 

Cercainly this Dury was never more in ſeaſon than now, to 
wrge upon your Hearers, to be ſabjeft to Principalities and Powers, 
and tobe obedzent to all the Lawful (Commands of Magiſtrates, with- 
out d:ſþxting their expediency ; to judge whereof they have no Call 
from God or man. | | 

And as a further rears to reconcile us unto one another, in/i/t 
much upon thoſe Daties which follow in the next verſe, and patheti- 
cally exhort them thereunto, and diſſwade from thoſe contrary ;mpe- 
diments to Peaceand Love. | 

V.2, That they ſpeak, evil of no man, be no Brawlers, but gentle, 
ſhewing all meckneſsto all men. 

Doubtleſs were bur this Goſpe/Precept in this verſe,conſcionably 
prattiſedgit would exceedingly rend to the healing of all our Breaches, 
and the making up of. our Rents and Drviſiens, by which'weate - 
moſ 
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moſt conſumed, We hve in order hereunto, bjttew and devoured 
one another, no: ſo much wich our Teeth, as With our Tongues. To 
cure us, Put them in mind that they ſpeak, evil of na man. There 
13 none of us, bur take roo much Lberty even to this day, roſpeak 
con:umeliouſly ofthoſe which are not of their oivn Party, whereas 
there is nothing more &/ear than this, char we are under a D;jvine 
Charge and prohibicion, to ſpeak evil of xo man, of what 
Party ſoever. And that we be wo Brawlers, but gene, (hewing all 
mneekneſs to all men, 1s alſo another Goſpel Precept, Tobe afa- 
ble, gentle and peaceable rowards thoſe of our own judgments, and 
char are of ourown Parry , 18 no ſingular At? of Humanty. Our 
Saviour tels us, 1f we be friendly only to our Brethren, What fingu- 
lar thing do ye , Do nor even the Pwblicans the ſame? But to . 
ſhew all weckneſs to all men, of what Party ſoever, you ſee is the 
bounden duty of thoſe ro whom the Grace of God hath appeared. 
Make ule therefore of your Drvine Oratory, to urge thele afore- 
faid Dmties upon your Hearers, by all thoie Arguments which are 
drawn up by the Holy Ghoſt to your Haxds, inthe 3,4, & 5. verſes 
of the ſame Chapter, and I doubt nor, bur by Gods Bleſſing, who is 
the God of Peace, he will once more bleſs his people with Peace, 
according to his Promiſe, The Lord who fitteth upon the Flood, yea, 
the Lord who fitteth King for ever, the. Lord millgeve flrength unto his 
People, the Lord will bleſs his People with Peace, Plal.29.,10,11, 
And thac this Peace may ior be obſirwited, but as vigorouſly pur- 
ſued and followed after, as Holimeſs, to both Which we arc equally 
engaged Fure Divine. | 


Ler me now make my particular adareſs to: ye of the Independent To the Inde- 
Party, and of the Gathered Churches ; to whom though I have ma- pendent Party, 


ny things ro ſay, which lie upon my. heart, and T find my ſelf bound 
31 Spirit to make mention of ; yet in this te of rrouble and day of 
Rebuke, which the Righteous Lord harh moſt juſtly brought upon us 
for our ſins. .I find the ſerſe 'of -our Many Provocatians ,; very 
much affiiting my hearc with grief, and fout with ſorrow, under 
this aggravation ; That though T have all this while looked upon 
my ſelt and all that were in our: comgregational way,” 2s the only 
Saints of the weft High, ſeparated from the reſt of the world by the 
ſtricneſs of our Profeſſion of Puruy of Ordinances and Church- Adrci- 


| % ſr@:0ns, and that { judged thoſe who joyned not wich us chere- 


ny __ 


- 
in, Cicher as the Prophane Rabble of the world, or at the beſt, bur 
as a company of Carnal, Moral and Formal Perſons ; yet that many 
of us, by our Prattiſes, in reference to the publick Affairs of che 
Common-wealth, and to our righteous Adminiſtrations in order 
chereunto, have not only fallex very ſhore of many of thoſe whom 
we have thus ce»ſwred, bur have aBed 18 ſuch waies that ſome Hea- 
then Patriots that knew not God , Would bluſh and be aſhamed 
of, 


leaſt a very wnſeaſonable paſſage, from a Friend, in this day ofour 
calamity: But if you do conhtider what I have already ſpokes to ye 
amongſt the reſt, wherein 1 ſincerely diſcover the reaſon of my plain 
dealing ; and-if God hath awakened any of you (v5 his ſtupendioms 
and amazing Providential Diſpenſations ) as I hope he hath doxe 
many, Who' for theſo late years have been faſt aſleep, and have had 
many Golden Dreams of being Godly in Chriſt Til without ſuffering, 
and of ruling orhers, While our Luſts ruled #s, you will be of another 
nnd. | 

I do profeſs wefeignedly , that were our miſcarriages to be conceal- 
ed, T ſhould as David in another caſe, admoniſh all that have any 
reſpef} to the Honour of the Goſpel, that rhey rell chens not iu Gath, 
that they publiſh theng not in the ſtreets of Askelon, left the Daughters 
of the uncircumciſed rejoyce. 

But alas! our finful and irregular att ings for theſe late years, have 
beencommirredin the /zght of the Sum. They. are like the /ins of 
Fudah, written with a Pen of Iron, with the point of a Diamond, they 
are recorded in the ſeveral Declarations and Remonſtrances of the Ar- 

,In the'firſt and ſecondPatcof the Hiſtory of Tndependency,and fuch 
other Books of that nature which now walk abroad without Contron!. 


Andnow while I am ſpeaking of Books, 1 cannot burrell you 


of that which ſhould be a very cutting Conſideration, and ſhould 
deeply humble ws; That although in that howr of Tempratier, that 
power of. darkneſs we.vere:under, ſome of rhe Epiſcopal and 
Pretbyterian Party, by their'publick; addreſſes mn Print, 1d patheri- 


cally diſivade from, and bear witneſs againſt choſe wwwarrantable 


wates,.\into which ſore of us were ruming 1n a full: Career, in Anno, 
1648. | Yet amongſt our ſelves, 1 do not find any diſſent or difowa- 
en from: them publiſhed to the: warld, by any.of our Congregational 
Party; but rather ſuch . Books as: did juſsfie and approve the fare: 
| ; Excepting 


Ye may peradventure look upon this as a very #ncharitable, or at 
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Excepting what was written by Mr. William Sedgwick, in his Book 
called Tuſtice upon the Armies Remonſtrance, Wherein were many 
Paſſages, which would we have hearkened unto, as coming from 
an mate friend, might have prevented thoſe woful confu/rons and 
revolutions of Government that have ſince befallen the Nation ; and 


that reproach that is come upon Religion. | 


But he as ſoon fell from thoſe terious comvidtions he tendred to 
our \Party : And by his Book called 4 new View of the Armies Re- 


 mnnſtrance, Which he made to sſſ#e our after the other, wnſairh What 


in his Bcck, afereſard he had preiented in many paſſages thereof, 

I wiſh from my ſoul that we had hearkxed ro thoſe many Chriſt;- 
an Connſels that were given us-in thoſe dates: And that although we 
could not through prejudice receive them from the Parties above- 
named, yet that we might have confrdered what our Friend in Toſtice 
upon the Armies Remonſtrance {:1d unto us. Bur though it be too 
late in reference to what ts paſt, yet that we may not through the high 
opinion that we have of our own wares, as to the Piety and Juſtice of 
them ; that all others have been 1jarious to 5, and we are the only 
innocents of this Iſland : Which as I have ſaid before, is the great 
impediment to that Moderation and Chriſtian Condeſcention which I 
defire may be amongſt us. 

That we may no longer I ſay, perſiſt in the Juſtification of our 
ſelves, for what is paſt, and deff# from- any further endeavours of 
interrupting the Publick Peace and Settlement of theſe Nations for 
the rime to come ; that we may be del/zvered from thoſe corrupt 
and deſtruftive Principles to all Civil Government, Which many of us 
are infefted with ; that we may nor too much dejett our ſelves ac 
theſe our preſent diſappointments, as if now a Kmfe were put to the 
Throat of the Publick Intereſt of the Nation, as ſome have ſpoken 
in plain Engliſh. IE? 

I ſhall preſent you with ſome remarkable paſſages, in our afore- 
ſaid Author, Juſtice upon the Armies A which may be 
of ſing#lar uſe to us, for thoſe exds and purpoſes aforeſaid: Conh- 
dering they comefrom ove, who 15 neither of the Eprſcopal of Pres- 
byterian Party. S OPed 
 Tſhall begin with what I named laſt, in the firſt Place, as ber 
that which Ifind doth molt perplex our Spirits : That now by the 
Current of the times, the publick, Intereſt of the Nation for which 
we have ſolong contended in our late wars againſtthe King and bis | 

| G P amily, 
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Family, is like tofall to the ground; and our Government by 
Common-wealth , to return to King-ſhip again in rhe ſame Fa 
mily. 
Nov to wnaecerve us, and deliver us from this fundamental er- 
roar, coniider what Mr. Sedgwick ſaich, in his Juſtice upon the Ar- 
mies Remonſtrance, p.22, ſaith he, 1n the propoſing of ſuch an 1nte- 
reſt as ye ho'd forth to be the ground of the Quarrel ( namely the 
rhings before expreſſed) ye he groſſely: For theſe things as ye pro- 
oſe them, were never thought of in the beginning of the Quarrel : Tea, 
the Parliament, and we alſo proteſted to the contrary ; never to alter the 
Government, never to alter the Fundamental Laws ; yea, to protett 
aud defend the Kings Perſon, &c, Fot ſaich he, p.9. That which ye 
ofer u not the publick Intereſt, but your own particular Intereſt, It is 
very clear that ih1s is not half the Intereſt of the Kingdom ; tis much too 
arrow for a rich , honourable Nation. Generally ye knw the people of 
England deſire Peace, Setled Religion, Eſtabliſhed Truth, Freedonz 
of Trade, aud this with his Majeſty, their King, that. he may Govern 
them according to their honeſt and known Lawes, that they may live in 
Proſperity aud Howour. - | | 
For your deviſed things ye propoſe, the people know them not, and leſ? 
affeft, than know them. They are invented only to pleaſe and ſecure 
your ſelves. And to pull down Monarchy, ye are but a part: And 
alas! an Jnconſiderable Part of che X;ngdow ; not one of an 
Hundred will own what ye ſet down for the Publich Intereſt ; a diſeaſed 
Part ye are, a Bone ſtarted ont of his place, a Puece of Timber gone from 
the whole Frame- of the | Kingdom, which ts large, and conſiſfteth of 
King, Lords and Commons, with inuumerable excellent Branches that 
grow from theſe. Further,p.11. This #s a great fault that ye all along 
carry the Publick' Imereſt in oppoſtion tothe King ; which 15 a wicked 
thing, to drvide them which God hath joyned ; wherem ye mated deſtroy 
and mangle rot only the Kingdom, but the Word Intereſt ; which ts of 
& witing ſignification z Intereſle #5 to be 1n or amongſt each other. The 
Publick hath his Intereſt in the King, and the King þ#s Intereſt in the 
Publick.; for they have the ſame Efle or Intereſt, which 45 to 'be in each 
ether - The King 15 1m the People, and the People in the King. And 
though, ſaith he, ye will axsroyn your ſelves from Kings, God will not, 
who 1 the King of Kings, neither wilt 1. And therefore as he acknow- 
ledgerh, p.44. tt the Peoples right to have a King 'So of him- 
ſelf heſaith, 1 confeſs it 15 my Birthrright tohave relation to a'King , 


and 


(17) 
ard if I aws denied it, I ans denied my native rioht. And faith bein 
the fame page, For the King againſt whom Je goin full cry, 1 have 
thus to ſay to check. yorr violent courſe, That he had apd_ hath # true 
lawful right in the Kingdom, and to the Kingdom, ana'as good as any 
man hath to any thing he poſſeſſerh : His Crown, Revenue an1 Dig- 
nity ts as truly his Birthright and inheritance, as another mans houſe 
oy lanas ; and he that denieth thus 1s wilfully blind. | | 

Theſe quotations. do ſufficiently evidence, how much we have 
been 9:/taken, and that the prblick intereſt hath not been driven 
on, whatever hath been prerexded. But becauſe I find that many 
of us aredull, and ſlow of heart to believe ir; Out of my unfained 
defire-that you may lie under the ſame Convitions I now do my 
ſelf, as to this partica/ar, I ſhall preſent you with a paſſage our 
of the ſaid Author, which ſpeaketh very plain Engliſh.  Saith he} 
Pag.23. / _ deal plainly with you and my ſelf too, it us ſo groſſe 
that it cannot be Concealed, That We had D=iigns of Particular Jtts 
tereſt and advantage-When We began the Warre ( therefore the pub» . 
lick intereſt of the Nation hach been but a pretence.) There Was 
this in our minds, and hath been in our minds contizually, That. xhe 
King a»d hi party were Wicked men, and not Worthy aud fit for their 
places and power they had, And that Wwe Were the Saints, the Godly; 
and they did properly belong to ms. That the Saints are to have the 
high places of the earth ; and that now # the time for theſe things to 
berperformed, and that no body is now fit to adminiſter uſt ice, torule 
over men but onr ſelves. eAnd therefore We were alwaies glad of 
any-of the Kings waies that tended to difference and breach ; Glad 
when he left his Parliament, andtook Armes, thinking he was run- 
ning to bis own deſtruttion, that he would ſplit bimſelf and bis party 
by it ; and that we ſhould have the ſpoil of them, and have an oppor- 
runity to obtain our ends. And though we complained of the Kings 
obſtinacy, really we have been alwaies glad of it, becauſe that it ted 
to his deflation. eAnd the Kings net yielding at this time ye know 
w4s thirfled after by ws, (meaning at the time of the Treaty in the 
Iſle of Wight.) end ye would not ſtir ( by force to ſeclude the 
jor part of the Members out of the Houſe of Commons, and 
ſo-to.interrupt the Treaty) 5 che King manifeſted a wilting mind 
to accommodation ; Peace being alwaies held deftrattive to our enas, 
er the recovery of onr rights, the whole Kingdom ; for we think, onr 
ſelves the only true Lords, unteſſe the: King world take part _—_— 
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ard become one of onr Saints, And that this was all che change of 


beart was expected, appeareth by another paſſage of our Author 
aforefaid, that ſpeaketh to purpoſe indeed, Pag.27. Ye ſay the 
Kings heart is not changed, to which 1 anſwer, Ye expeft that he 
ſhould turn not » Gon. but to your ſelves, to your own form of 
Religion and Government ; and canne account any thing a change, 
but yielding to your own Way, Which if he ſhould he would be ſeven 
times more the child of the devil. 

Many other paſſages to this purpoſe I might have co/efed out 
of the ſaid Book ; but theſe I hope will now «ndeceive ſuch of us 
8s have been plain hearted, and did believe what was with much 
confidence affirmed, That the Cauſe which of late years hath been 
pleaded for fince the Interruption of the Treaty, was for the Pub- 
lick, intereſt of the Nation, that the Liberties of all Gods people 
were imbargned therein : ESpecially conſidering who maketh this 
diſcovery of theſe private, ungodly deſigns, which have from the 
beginzing been driven on by many that look upon themſelves as 
the only S4ivts. One, as I have faid before, neicher of the Ep:/cope/ 
or Presbyterian party... 

Let therefore the (onfideration of theſe particular paſſeges,. not 
only h»wble us deeply for what is paſt, but —_ our judgements 
for the time to come, incline us to the publick”peace and /ertlement 
of the N4tron, and free us from thoſe corrwpe and deflruttive 
principles toall Civil Government ; with-which many of us I fear 
( by what I have obſerved ) are leavened and corrupted. 

| And to this purpoſe I ſhall from all theſe before recited colle7;5- 
ens, lay before you theſe undeniable Concluſions, flowing from the 
premiſes aforeſaid. 

I., The firſt Concluſionthen that I deſire you to-obſerve with. me 
fromthe Colleftions aforeſaid, is this, That the. Good Old Canſe in 
whichwe-firlt engaged With the Parliament, Was to preſerve, and not 
ro ſubvert the Fundamental Lawes and Government of the Natt- 
on ;: 19 protett and defend: the Kings Perſon and Family, and nor 
ro 71e-and deſtroy-the ſame. 

2.. . That: the Prublick; Intereſt of the Nation confiſterh-in being 
governed by their King,. according torheir kya Lewes, and that 
this is'their Brrth-right.. 


3.. Thar the: Crows- Revenue and Dignrty of the King are as righ- 


renſly, bis Birth-right ,, as: any; obaes. mans. Houſe oz. Lands are: 
his. | ; 4. That: 
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4. That to divide between che 1ntereſ# of the Pablick and the 
King .(terming 1c only the Intereſt of Charles Strart, as We have 
done of lare years) is a very wicked and ungodly thing. 

5. Thar to chavge the Government into a Common-wealth, was 
to pervert that righteous Cauſe in which we firlt engaged ; and was 
an invention tO ſecure a guilty Party, and altoge: her againſt the pub- 
lick Intereſt of the Nation. : 

6. That thereal or ſuppoſed wickedneſs of a Prince or People, is 
no Scripture Ground for rhoſe who are, or do profeſs themſelves to 
be more holy, to nſurp Dominion over them, and roger the Go- 
verument of the Nation into their own hands. ; 

The five former Propoſitions our aforeſaid Amuthor hath expreſſed 
in Terms, and may be plentifully confirmed by the ſeveral Kenzon- 
ftrances and Declarations of the Parliament, our ſeveral Oaths and 
Obligations, and by the Proteſtation which was ſo generally taken, by 
the kxown Lawes of the Land, and many orher wates beſides. Bur 
chis tixch and laſt being only declaredas a Principle upon which ma- 
ny took occalion*from the Differences berween- King and Parlia- 
went, © at} thus deſperately, to the rume both of Prince and Peo- 

le. Becauſeas Mr. Sedgwick faith, there was this in our minds, that 
the King and his Party were wicked, and ſo unworthy of the places and 
power, and we weret Saints, &C. | 

| Being through mercy converted from this deſfruftive Principle of 
Government, With which. many of us are more or leſs corrapred ; 
beſides the fifch Monarchy men, 1a whom it reignes : 1 holdit my 
Duty to- ſtrengthen my Brethren againſt the Power and Contagion 


thereof, 
: Thar therefore: which I meekly offer to-your Conſideration , is 
this : 3 
That this: aforeſaid Principle of invading. the- Rights either of 
Prince or People, becauſe wicked and wrgodly, is exprelly againit che 
written Word of God, in the Old and New. Teftament ; contrary ta. 
the Examples of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, of the Primitive Chriſti- 
415, and to the Judgment Of all. Reformed Churches, and derives. 


its Pedigree and Original from the Devil and that Rowzan Antichriſt; +14 an Are: 
which we profeſs owhes hate and abhor, " Seumay of tie 
All.this you ſhall firdat large proved by that. Reverend and Holy. preached above 


man.” Mr. Robert Bolton,who being dead, yet fpeakgth ,. fully againſt Jo years ſi 


d'u 


this wretched Principle:: Wherein: you. ſhall find that gr a 
atner: 


nce,. 
in \ 
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Father Bennet, and other of that Jeſmitical Party and Popyſh Crew 
were the Founders and Authors thereof. | 

I ihall only add, that our Savjowr (whoſe Diſciples we all pro- 
feſs our ſelves ro be) when he commanded us to give to Caeſar, the 
things which are Ceſars, doth plainly evidence, that Ceſar ( Which 
was the Name, by which all thoſe Pagan Princes and Roman Em- 
perors were called ) they had ( notwithſtanding their Impiery ) 
therr dues and rights, which did belong\co them, and we are all 
commanded and enjoyned to give to A chetr rights and dues : 

Bur to take their Rights and Dues away from rhem, upon the 
ag y, f their 1p: ſhe, 1s to be found no wh 
ice for Enz- £/91c2ce Of their Ws or our Saintſhep, 15 to be found no where, 

{1nd, eſpecially Þut in the Hiftory of Johs of Leyden, Who with his Deſciples, whillt 


for Loadon, in the City of Munſter the Prime City of Weſtphalia, was beireged, out 


rhe famous of which they had driven many of the Inhabitants , without re- 
Hyſtory of rhe 


frantick Ana- . , 
. . Get yehenceall ye wicked, if ye mean to ſave your lives, p.9. They alſo 
—— oubliſhed P; Book called the } onertng ar en they affirmed as Do- 
frine, That Chriſt” ſhall have a Kingdom kere upon earth before the 
Day of Judgment, wherein only the Godly and Eleft ſhallreign, the 
wicked being every where deſtroyed ;' T hat it ts lawful for the people to 
of off their Governowrs : Aud _— the Apoſtles had no ſecular 
arisdition, yet the Miniſters of their Church had power from God to 
uſe the Civil ſword, and by force to ſet up a new Common-wealth, &c. 
Whoſe Dreams and Dotage, ſaith my Author, were confured by many 
Learned men , Melantf.n » Juſtis Menus, and Urbannus Reging , 
whoſe Writings are extant, p.15. The Holy word of God either in 
the Oldor New Teſtament giving ſo little ground for this Principle, 
and the praiſes that iſſue from it, that Thomas Muncer the 
Ringleader of all that uproar and Confuſion that Germany was involy'd 
in about Amo 1525, is forced to pretend to Divine Revelations 
for it, and by this ſedaced his Followers, That he had recerved a Com- 
mand from God to kill and root np all wicked Princes and Magiſtrates, 
and-10 chuſe better intheir places, p.2.. | 
Bur as our Bleſſed Saviour hath commanded us to give to Paga» 
niſh and Heathen Czſars or Kings their Due, by way of Reverexce, 
Subjeftion and Maintenance to ſuyport their Authority, ſo well 
knowing how backward many that profeſſed themfelves'to be his 
Followers, would be to it, and how forward the enemies of his 
_. Goſpel,. would be to calumniate his Diſciples »njw/Hy; as we _ 
they 


ſpett of age or ſex, running throughont the Streets 1n Troops, crying out, 
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chey-did his Followers, As 17.17. for ſach 48 did aft and were diſ- 
ebedjent to the decrees of Ce[ar, he therefore giveth us a Preſident for 
our imitation + {hewing- how exceeding tender he was in this parct- 
cular toavaid all appearance of any ſuch pratiiſe as might flo from 


| this Prixciple. Therefore ſaith he, /e/# we ſhould offend them, leſt 


they ſhould rike ſcandal ar our refuſal of what was required for Ce- 
ſars Maintenance, he workecha Miracle, ſaith he to Peter, Gothou 
to the Sea and caſt thy Hook, and take up the fiſh that firſt cometh, and 
in his menth thou ſhalt find a piece of ſilver, this take, and give them for 
me and thee, Mat 17.27. | | 

The ſame mind that was iv Chriſt Jeſus, was alſo in his Bleiled 
Apeſtles. Saint Peter to prevent the Scandals that might be ta- 
hen or grvea by the Saints ſcattered throughout the world, knowing 
the enemies of the Goſpel were apt to ſpeak evil of them as evil doers, 
1 Per.2.12. adwiſeth them by well doing to put to ſilence the 1gno+ 
rance of fooliſh men. Bur how this ſhould be done, he tels us, v.1 3,14. 
By ſubmitting your ſelves to every Ordinance of man for the Lords ſake, 
whether to the King, as Supream ; or to Governours, 4s thoſe which 
are ſent by him, &C., "x 

And the Apoſtle Paul in ſtead of direft;ugthe Godly ro depoſe or 
oppoſe their Kings, Governonrs, and {uch as were in Authority, that 
chey being ſuppreſſed as wicked an} ungodly, they might then lead 
a quiet aud peaceable life in all Godlineſs, &c. He advilſerh them in- 
Read of making Inſurreftions, to make [nterceſſions, ro be much in 
Prayer and Swupplicarions for them : And that it ſeems is the 
Scripture way of procuring peaceable and quiet times, with all Godli- 
zeſs and Hoxeſty under their Government. | 3s. | 

And as the Scriptures evidence , that they which are Saints, have 
no warrant from them to invade the r;ghtsof the Magiſtrate to rule, 
but threaten Re/farnce againſt rhem, with Damnation, Ron.13. 
' Sothar they haveas /rtle to invade the r:ghrs of their Fellow-Sub- 
Jets upon the ſame accennt,. that they are Prophane, Wicked and 
Ungedly: And that therefore we may impoſe a Government upon 
them, to which they have no 1nclination, and by Sequeſtration take 
away their Eftates, if they Will not .comply with us therein. For 
God hath ſer 4 double Fiedge abour their Propriety, viz., the Mlu- 
cipal Law of the Land, and the Moral Law of the Lord. All rhe 


Commandments of the Second Table being as a Fence fer about his 


Right to Rule,, Gavern and be Geperned according to Law, Com- 


" mand, 


Ls, 
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mand 5. about his Life, Com. 6. about his Efare, Com.$. a- 
bout his God Name, Com.9. And that nothing that doth belong 
to bin, be ſo much as covered Or anlawfully deſired by us, 
Com:10. | 

And to conclude, the Holy Ghoſt doth expreſly chara@erize 
thoſe for wicked and #wngodly men, that: are 5»jnriou to others in 
any of theſe Particulars, Job 16.10,11. Pfal.73.12. Jud. 15. 
and in many other places, where we ſhall fa, that not only thoſe 
that /wear and rake Gods Name 11 vain, and other waies violate 
the Firſt Table, are pronounced impious and »»god!y ; but ſo alſo 
are thoſe which break, the Second, in reference to our Neighbours 
Rights and Propricties, and therefore ſuck cannot then be Saints 
themſelves. 

The 0bje#ions which are made againſt the Scriprares I have als 
leadged, which require obedience to the King as Supream, and con- 
ſequently condemns the doCtrine of depoſing,* dethroning, and mur- 
thering of Kings, becauſe wicked and »ygoaly, or Hereticks, as the 
Papiſts phraſe it ; I ſay the 04jefions which are made againſt them, 
by Bellarmine and other Popi/h Authors, from whence thoſe thar 
write in the defence and juſtification of what” hath been aed ſince 
the Treaty at the Iſle of Wight, had their main Arguments, you 
may find them anſwered by Mr. Robert Bolton in his Sermon before 
the 7«dges, pag.15. where you will find their 5»9picty and fimpli- 
city fully demonſtrated, to which I refer you.. _ | 

Pardon me I beſeech you that I have been ſo long upon this laſt 
Concluſion, for T now look upon this principle as that which hath 


been the Prizcipalcauſe of that confaſrox which hath befaitenthis 


Land of our Nativity. 
And thus now having by the Colle#;ons and the Conclufpons drawn 


| from them, made it evident, That we have deceived onr ſelves, 


and ſhall deceive others, if we ſtill pert in making the particnlar 
private deſigns of ſome in ſubverting the eAntient Government 
of the Nation, to be the concernment of the Kingdom ; which as 
Mr. Sedgwick, faith, is /arge, and confiſteth of King, Lords, and 
Commons ; and that if Afonarchy be reſtored, and that in-the Fa- 
ly of our late King, this is not to Apoſtatize from the Casſe in 
which we firſt ingaged : For we find M. Sedgwick affirming, who 
ever ſaith /e, doth lie groſſely- 

 Ifit ſhould be 64jeffed, What are all theſe quotations to wed 
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the Gathered Charches to the Independent Party, Theſe particular 


Paſſages are charged by Mr. Sedgwick only upon ſome of the Army, 
that were g#:{ty, bur they belong not to us. = ; 

To which I Anſwer, 1with trom my very ſox! they did nor, 

Bur I beſeech you bear with my plam dealing, and ler us all lay 
our hayds upon our hearts, and make a ſerious 7eflexion upon our 
ſelves. The Eye that ſeethall other things, cannot ſee it ſelf but by 
reflexio# : and we that can ſee and highly aggravate the Mears that 
are in theeye of others, cannot ſee the Beanzs that are in our own, 
wighour a due reflexzon upon, and a ſincere ſþeftiovinto our ſelves. 
Ic 1s that which of zeceſiry muſt go before Repentance, even Conſt 
deration before Conver ſoon , Plal. 119. I conſidered my waies, and 
ewurned my feet, &c. Now therefore ler me entreat you to'confi- 
der. . 

The Nation being as I have ſaid before, divided into three Par- 
ries, Which of them have longeſt per/ſted in thoſe waies that Mr. 
Sedgwickchargeth upon ths Army, and inthe juſtification of them, 
which of our Gathered Cherches declared the trouble of our hearts, 
and our great diſlike of the Armies diſobedience tothe Authority of 
the Lords and Commons that raiſed them ; that bewailed the great 


_ and Fohn of Leyden-like cruelty they afterwards exerciſed : 


when fire came out of the Bramble, and conſumed the Cedars of Lebanon, 
which of us profeſſed with Holy Facob, Gen.49.6,7. Into their ſe- 
cret let not my Soul come, my Glory be not thou joyned with their Aſ- 
ſembly: Curſed be their wrath, for it was fierce, their anger, for it 
was cruel : But rather bleſſed theys and God for it, joymng wich 
them in dates of Rejoycing and Thanksgiving, accounting the other 
Parties refuſing, but old and vew Malignants. 1 deſire you alſo to 
eonfider what Party have enriched themſelves with the ſpa! , which 
Mr.Sedgwick ſpeaketh of : That have as I ſaid before , not only 
bid the Army, God ſpeed, and ſo are partakers of all their evil deeds, 
bur have joyned with them, and have oxved them in all choſe woful 
changes and Revolntions that our eyes have ſeen, we have been for all 
Goverzours and Government but the right ( except a few fifrh Monar- 
chy men that are only for King Jeſus) We have been for a Com- 
-10n-wealth, without King and Houſe of Lords ; for a Protettor and 
his Sor, for a Common-wealth again, and then for that molt dar- 
gerous Commntee of Safery, ereted by the Seulatery, that did ſo 
much throaten the Reine and E —_ of the Magiftracy and Ai- 


mſtry 
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| mſtry of this . Nation, and lalt of all; for the laſt Sediment of the 


Houſe of (ommuns; alſo miny of us «naturally conplying wi h 
chen in their horrid violence upon rke City, for declaring for a free 
Parliament. | | 

To which Free Parliament alſo, how much we have ſhewed our 
averſeneſ;: and how well ve have wiſhed to Col. Lambert and 
his Party, whom many of us hoped would nmterrupe their Meeting 
toge:her, 1s zotorzous tothe world, orherwiſz I fhouli not have ſpo- 
ken ſofreely thereunto. ; 

Ler us therefore upon theſe Conſiderations,” take ſhame to our 
ſelves, get our proud hearts humbled, our Soules ſoftned, our Spirits 
croled, tte heares and animeſities of our minds abated , and make 
all our harſh cenſuring, judging and accuſing of others, tO rerminare 
in the accuſing, judging and condemning of our ſelves, » 

And Jet us in theſe dayes, wherein of late we have ſeen our 
felves fo much zeglefed by the Nation, ſo few of us being pur either 
intothe Militia in City or Country ; Or by the people of this Nation, 
choſen for their ker Aud in Parliament, letus be ſo far from 
cenſuring and judging of them for prophaxe and angodly inſo doing 
( 1mpuring 1t only to the enmity that 1s in the hearts of all unrege- 
nerate and unconverted men to the power of Godlineſs ) Bur lec 
us Who have ſo much denied the Power of it as we have done, 
judge and condemn our ſelves, for that Cruelty, Injuſtice and Hſurpati- 
0 of ours over them, of which we have given them juſt occaſion to 
be = aw of for theſe many years. 

I do profeſs, it is that which much ſaddens my Sprrit, to obſerve,. 
that we that do profeſs our ſelves to be Saints, and tobe of ſuch ſera, 


prulors and tender Conſciences, that in the Circumſtantials of the 


Worſhip of God, we will do nothing without an exprefs Con- 
mand, though it be no-where forbid , bur all muſt be according to 
the Pattern in the Monnt ; dare not communicate With any ar che 
Lords T able, but ſuch as we account for Saints like our ſelves,though 
Chrift did with Jwdes ; or baptize our young Infants,hecauſe we find 
Jo preſs Command for it in the Nev Teſtament. Many of which 


udgment renouncing the 1;ſtry of this Nation, as coming from 


Strones Serm, The Pope,and yet that many of us ſhould carry on the * Papyſts deſigns 
Preached at all this while, and- a& from their Popiſh and Amiohriftian Princi- 
Pauls Nov. 5. ples , againlt Magiſtrates , becauſe Herericks or ungodly , and g0- 
1653, Pig. 19. againſt the expreſs Precepts and Preſidents of our Lord and Maſter 


Chriſt. 
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Chriſt. 1Iſay, this ſhould very much h»mble us, eſpecially to cor- 
ſider, That tuch as make nor that high Profeſicn with us, ſhould 
ſtumble ar the Scandals we give and they rake at our Prixciplesand 
Pratliſes in reference to Civil Government. 

' And thatthe Prophane Rabble of the world , Swearers, Drunk- 
ard3 and Sabbath-bretkers, Whoremongets,and ſuch like Flagitious 
Sinners ſhould exceed us in Loyalty to our Native Prince ; when 
as the Scriptures, even the New Teſtament 1s as clear and expreſs in 
che charging of that upen our Conſcrences , as to hear, topray, to 
meditate, tO walk with Ged, and to fear his Dreadful Name. And 
therefore we thall find, that to fear God and honor the King, are 
joyned together by the Holy Ghoſt, 1 Pet.2.17. Giving us to un- 
deritand, that the comtempe of this Precept ( which anſwers to the 
Fifth Commandment ) is not only ;:confiſtent With the true fear of 
God, bur alſo drawes afterir, the Breach of all che reſt of the Cone- 
maxdments of the Second Table, Rebellion, Treaſon , Regicide, 
Paracide, and all kind of Murder, Injuſtice, Cruelty, and Op- 

reſſion, the ſlanderous defaming and devouring of our Neigh- 
ours Good name y of all which 1 could wiſh, that our own times 

did not give too full proof and evidence of the ſame. 

Ler us therefore upon all theſe Conſiderations, be moved to the 
exerciſe of Repentance as to theſe particular fins : To thinkupon 
Reſtitution, Withour which as one of che Fathers hath ir, nor remrt- 
titar peccatums, mſi reſtituetur ablatam : And let us be perſwaded 16 
give over the reproaching of ſuch who are for a regulated Monarchy, 
that defire the Throne may beeſtabliſhed in Righteouſneſs, Ifay, ler 
us nO longer revile them with the odious Name of Cavee and /Ma- 
lignant, Which words ye kzow are frequent amongſt us,& with which 
now we are apt to brand all that are nor of our Party : Whereas if 
wewould look into the firſt remzonſtrance of rhe Parl;ament,we ſhould 
find the Maljgnant Party to be deſcribed to be ſuch as would intro- 
auce erroneous DsArines into the Church, endeavour to ſubvert the 
Fundamental Lawes and Government of the Nation , to erect an arb;- 
rrary power tO diſtemper the Army that then was in the North,and to 


-bring it up to overaw the Parliament. By all which Charafers, my 


Friends, I fear the Name doth molt properly belong ro our 

ſelves. 
And let us now get out of theſe Extreams into which we have (© 
madly run, for ſome RE the King, to Cut _ 
2 off, 
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off, and caſt off all K gly Government, and upon ſel/ih de/igus, to 
ere a Common-mealth ; which Mr. Sedgwick calleth a Hoddy Dod- 
&y and all Breach,ſuch a one as derogates from the Majeſty of God, and 
the wiſdom of man. Though it had a precioxs Foundation,and the Mor - 
tar thereof was tempered even with the Blood of all degrees of menu 
in the Kingdom, and of all Parties but our own, and hath conſ- 
med more Millinns then any » 1fnot all the K ings of England ever 
did. 

I ſay, let us be weaned from this Novelty 3 and now let our Spi- 
rits be reconciled to Kingly Government again. 

Even that Ancient Government by Kings, which oweth its Or;gc- 
nal to the Ancient of Daies, Who hath ſaid , By me Kings reign, and 
to Jeſus Chriſt, who 1s the Lord of Lords , the King of Kings, 
the true Fountain of Hoxour : That Government by which God hath 
promiſed in Goſpel times, that bis Church ſhall be providedfor, and 
protefted; that Kings ſhall be their Fathers , and Ruecens their 
Nurſing Mothers: That Goverftment 1n the want of which, we 
have found by expericnce all thoſe wickedneſſes perpetrated as were done 
in thoſe daies, when there was no King n 1ſrael, Judg. 17.6. & 19.1. 
That Ancient way of Government by which God ruled his people of 
eld, even by Moſes, who was King in Jeſurun, and by which this 
Nation hath been Governed for many hundred years, and never by 
a Common-wealth before. 

I ſay, letus by theſe Arguments ſhake hands and befriends again 
with Kingly Government, with which we have been at odds theſe 
many years. | 

Andto bring us togerher again, I (hall te theſe Arguments give 
you one Dxation more from our Friend Mr. Sedgwick ; faich he, 
P.II. Kinghneſs agreeth with all Chriſtians, they wi are of a Royal 
Nature, and made K ings with Chriſt, cannot but be Friewds to it. It 
75 4 Baſtard Religion that 1s inconſiſtent with tle Majeſty and Greatneſs 
of the moſt abſolute Monarch : And ſuch Spirus are ſtrangers fron the 
Kingdom of Heaven, and know not the Glory inwhich God Iiveth, and 
are of narrow and evil minds, that are corrupt themſelves and not able to 
bear Greatneſs, and ſothink, God cannot or will not qualifie men for ſuch 
' high Places , with anſwerable and proportzonable Goodneſs and Pow- 

er. | | ITE 
In my mindthere is very much of Truth in this Quotation, and 
I wiſh he be of the ſame wed ill that then urrered i. « Withour 
all 
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all dawr, they which know any thing of the waies of Gods adazini- 
ftrations, either in the Kingdom of Grace of of Glory, ſhould not be 
of Anti-monarchical Spirits. Their Spirits as he laith, are narrow, 
taeir Minds areevid: Eſpecially thole amongſt us who have load- 
ed with ſuch reproaches, hizz whom I am apt to believe the Divine 
V——_ hath ſo wonderfully preſerved to rule theſe three King- 
mSs 

 Andnoyy the very naming of Providence doth furniſh me with a 
moſt cogent Argument in My judgment,to prevail With us all toin- 
cline to what { move you. 

For how hath the Divine Providence overturned, overturned, 6 
verturzed all the waies of Government We have attempted to ſer up 
contrary to the Right both of Prince and People, as Mr. Sedgwick, 
reacheth us. 

Doubtleſs,we have cauſe to fear we have highly offended in walk- 
ing ſo by Providence, making that to /egitimoate thoſe AFions of ours, 
for which che ord gave no warrant, but condemned rather, This 
was the Argument by which we anſwered all our Oppoſers : Oh the 


Providence of God hath declared from Heaven the jw/tneſs of our- 


Canſe and Waies } Our Proteftor though in his long Speech at the 
Di{colution of the Parliament (ſo called) Fan.22, 1654. hedoth ve- 
ry much in many places preſs all to obſerve the voice of Provi- 
dence, which had done ſuch great things, wondering that they 


could not proceed further to the-' Settlement of the Government of 


the Nat:on,according to his defire, for which he broke them up :yet 


he was ſomwhar loath to own the Providence of God therein : For: 
ſaith he, 7 cannot apprehend what it is, I would be loathto call it a 


Fate, that were too Paganiſh aWord,” but there 1s ſomthing in 1t that we 


have not our expeflation, P.26, And ſure there was the Divine Pro-- 


widence Counter-working. 
Bur how evidently ic hath appeared ſince, is our Duty as Chriſti- 
ans to own and acknowledge ; eſpecially fince this remarkeable paſ- 


ſage in his Speech aforeſard, P.27. As for this Canſe it either of 


God or may: Uf ut beof God , it will bear up ; if it be of man, it will 
tumble, as every thing that hath been of man hath done ſince the World. 
began; And as thisis, ſothe all wiſe God deal with it. 

. Now let us Who have made the Providence of God our Rule , 


contrary to this expreſs Command. amongſt others,that we ſhould do: 


ne evilithat good might come of it,” Let us 1ſay,. as becometh Chriſt is: 
© ANS,, 


Tudg.9.23. 


Marth.18.7. 


your ſpirits which require zt. 
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ans, acinowledge the all-wiſe, Providential Diſpenſations in ſo ftu- 


pendionſly tumbling down the chief Afﬀors and Agitators in thoſe we- 
warrantable waies, We have too too much owned and juſtified a 

Truly me thinks the ſtrange Tamblings that we have ſeen ſince 
the Proteftor was laid in his Grave, and how by an evil Spirit the 
all-wiſe God hath ſent among the men of Sechem, he harh ſo ftrang ly 
tumbled down the Family of Abimelech,1 ſay,thar the neer Relations of 
the Old Proteftor ſhould be ſo inſtrumental in pulling down the New 
One; and in that, to lay the Foundations of that Dyſgrace that is 
come upon themſ2lves. 

And how firangely the Providexce of God hath brought abour 
the Calling of this Parliament,defeated Col. Lambert (mce hs eſcape, 
ſcattering the Diſturbers of the Nations Peace , and diſappointed 
their hopes of hindring rhe peaceable Meeting of this great Conven- 


 Fi0ns 


I fay, theſe frayge and moſt admirable Providences which would 
fill a Yolemewith the Obſervations of all the Circumſtances of them, 
ſhould now convince us, that it is hard kicking againſt the pricks, and 
ſhould very much bring us into a /ow Op:mon and eficem of our 
ſelves, andenclineus to a peaceable and Chriſtian Accommudation 
with all Partres, and to ſhew- forth more Moderation of mind than 
we have yer made known to the orld. 

Ir is only for theſe exds thar, I have ſpoken ſo heme, and dealt ſo 
partially with you, being acquainted With the temper of many of 


But if any Prophanatick ſhall make this curſed uſe of what I have 
Written, as thereby to heighten that hatred of holineſs ( that is ſo 
natural to all unregenerate men) or to harden himſelf in his way 
of wickedneſs, fumble and be [candalized at the fallmgs of ſome I 
have here preſented, I ſay no more to him, bur at his erernal peril 
be it: For though it be true which our Saviour hath ſaid, Wo be to 
them by whoms offences come ; ſo it is as true alſo, Wo be to the world 
becauſe of offences. 

As for many of the late Kings Party, that have been the greateſ? 
ſufferers for tum, I fear not that any ſuch ill «ſe ſhould be made by 
chem; ſo mary of the Nobility and Gentry from Somerſerſhire,North- 
emptonſhire, Kent, and abtur the City of Loudon and orter places,ha- 
ving molt pi2wſly and Chriſtianly Declared, That they do refleft npon 
their paſt 7 1c hung proceeding from the hand of God ; and that my 
[] 


2 


= 
do abhorre all reveng-fuil thoughts or attions againſt any party or per- 
ſons whatſoever. | 

W hich Dec/arations of theirs have very much won my heart, and 
I deire that they ITtiay have the lize elte&t upon all of our Party, 
rowards thoſe truly xeble and gentle Perſons, who have thus preve- 
red us with their love and goodneſf, 

Lec us therefo;e no longer harbour any jealous and wcharuable 
ſwrmiſes againit them : Lec us noc fay it 1s an erfie marrer to give 
good words, though they neverintend ir. The Apoltie els us, Love, 
it neither thinkgth or ſpeaketh evil. But let us all who have ſeen how 
evil and deltructive divi/tons and contentions are amonelt Brethren ; 
now come and ſee how goed and jozfull it is for Brethren .to dwell 
together in mn 
Father, thoug 
ont by the way. 

nd that this good worg, may be proſecmted and carried on in all 
our Congregations, As I have ſpoken in particular to the Epsſcopal 
(ergy, and to the Presbyterian Mimiſters, 0 I (hall addreſs nuy felf 
to ye Whoare the Paſtors and Teachers of our Congregations ; ſuch 
as labour inthe Word and Doftrine, being lawfully called thereuncto, 
Oh be ze in{?at in ſeaſon, and out of ſeaſon, atall rimes, and upon 
all occaſions, more frequently then ever preſſing upon your hearers, 
and faichfully applying to them,the Dottrine of Self-demial,the want 
of which I fear is the cauſe of all that ſelfi/hneſe which is in our party 3 
which ſelf/Þneſe is the ſumme of Vice, the capital enemy of God and 
the Xing, of Order and Goverement, of all grace and vertue, of 
every holy Ordinance and duty, eſpecially of unity and Brotherly- 
lave, of the welfare of the Publick,, and our own true good and 
eternal happineſſe. Oh therefore, let the Do&rine of Self-denial 
be more preached, be more prattiſed then ever. Make alſo Conſc;- 
exce of preaching more then ever againſt hypocr:;fe, againſt diſobe- 
dience tothe fifth Commandment. And as the molt of your hearers 
profeſs themielves to be ſuch as have the Spirit of God, ſee to take 
heed of thoſe #»godly lufts Which Jude teis us argue, v.19.. that they 
have not the ſpirit. And perſwade them above all things toſhew forth 
in their converſations for the time to come, thoſe frars.of the ſþiree, 
which the Apoltle ſpeakerh on, Eph.5.9. The frm of the ſpirit i511 
all grodneſſe, righteouſneſſe andtruth. 

Such fruits of the ſpiric as theſe breaking out-in our lives and 
| converſations; 


we molt wnhappily like Joſephs brethren, have fallen 


Y; for doubtleſs we are Brethren, and all have one 
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converſations, Will make them winning, and draw thoſe that 2rs 
without to like and approve of the Religion We profeſſe. Theſe ate 
ſuch frwrrs which have bur lictle appeared to the world in thele late 
years amongst us. 

And therefore be perſwaded and entrexe1 to charge it upon the 
conſciences of your hearers, that they bring them forch. The Apo- 
{tle rels.us indead of other fraits of the ſpirit, as faith, love, &Cc. 
rheſe do urire our ſox/s to God, and God to us; bur goodreſſe, be- 
nignity, an aftgble and charitable drſþs/ition, Righteouſneſſe in our 
converſe and $ommerce in the world ; Trath, veracicy and faithful- 
nels in our words and promiſes, theſe amte and tye the ſouls of men 
£0-U5 all ;T heſe things, ſaith the Apoſtle, are profitable to men. All 
other our gracious qualifications, our molt elevated common gifts of 
the. ſpirit ; though we could be-never ſo Seraphical in our Contem- 
fn chough never ſo Argelical in our exprefiions, though we 

ad the tongue of men and Angels, though we ſhould conſume our 
lungs by our long prayers, and even weep our ſelves bl;nd for many 
of our ſins ; yetthould theſe be ab/tratted from "aps th righteouſ- 
neſſe and truth, which the Apoſtle calleth ug7* 8526", the frmt of the 
ſpirit, we ſhould ſhew our ſelves tobe bur of a ſe/fþ and ſolitary 

poſition, and no way allure others to be in love with Rel:gron. 

Perſwade therefore your people to ſhun that ſupercitions moroſ- 
neſs of many in their converſation, ſaying unto their e:ghboxrs, 
Stand by for I am more holy then thew; that hard-heartedneſs that 
commonly appeareth in many Profeſſors towards poor and indigent 
perſons: For though the howſhold of faith are to have the prehemi- 
nence, yet we are expreſly commanded to do good unto all ; even to 
ſuch as upon whom our heavenly Father cauſeth his ſun to ſhine, and 
"his rain tofall, which are the bad as well as the good. 

Tertullian relates of rhe Primitive Profeſiors in his time, that 
they were called, not Chriſtiani, but * Chreftian;, from yens%, a 
a, bruntiful, 1 Pet.2.3. ſweetneſs of Man-= 
ners and diſpoſition ; profitableneſs, 2 Tim. 2.14. and that fruit of 
the ſpirit, Gal. 5.22. tranſlated gentleneſs. Ic ſhould ſeem then 
they were ſuch cloſe fo/lowers of the gentleneſs of (hriſt, and of his 
goodneſſe, who went about doing good, and that they were ſo profitable 
unto humane ſociety, by their Senn of diſpoſition, their gentle- 
neſſe, their bounty, benigntty and goodneſſe, they d1d ſo abound in 
ſach fruirs of the ſpurir, t 
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ethey were called Chreſtians. Now if Ba LY 
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we that live in theſe evi/ ries, could be brought bur to-this excel- 
lent temper, how ſhould we adorn and crown our holy profeſſien, 
and draw in others to a love and liking of our zeal for God in mat- 
rers of the firſt Table, and make all our preſent d;v;/5ous ro vaniſh : 
Eſpecially if it bein conjunttron with Righteouſneſs, which will make . 
us give to all their due ; Obedievce and Lojalty ro.the K ng as Sus 
pream, and to all other Gevernoxrs ſent by him ; and ro all our equals 
love. By this means then ſhall all parties be wed rogether, and the 
effect of theſe works of Righteoyſneſſe (hall be peace, and a quiet ſet- 
clement of cheſe three Kingdoms. 

I have now buta feiv words to ſpeak unto ye of the Conyregated 
Churches, in reference to the extreams into which we have run, in 
relation to matters of Religion and Church Government, and to preſs 
you to moderation therein alſo, as I have done the Eprſcopal and 
Presbyterian parties, and ſo I ſhall conclude my Diſcourſe. 

Though I muſt needs ſay the parties before named have not run 
into that extream With us, in reference tothe Civil Government of 
the Nation, and therefore I have not had that occafion to ſpeak to 
them on that ſubject which I have ſo largely inſiſted on to our ſelves. 

Yet in Reference to Church Government, or matters of the ſoul and 
conſcience, there are none of us all can waſh our hands in inmcency. 

What juſt occaſion Was given to all truly conſcientious and pious 
men to be offended ar the perſecutions of the Prelates, and their ſu- 
perlſtitious z»/unttions and 1mn9vations ; and conſequently whar nee4 
there was of a Reformation in Church Government , Sir Edward 
Deering, my Lord Digby, and others of their own party have decla- 
red by the former quotations. 

Bur how this bleſſed work hath miſerably mifegrried wn all our 
hands, hinc ille lachrime. Iknow the Presbyterian party are. apt to 
ſay, if we Independents had-not interpoſed, this work of Reforma- 
tion had gon on With ſpeed, their Government had been ſerled in 
the Nation; not conſidering that the progreſſe that they had made 
therein by the ſword, would (like the Commonwealth we have been 
raifing all this while) require the cont;zmarce of the ſame to ſupporr 
and bear it up at vaſt charges : The Government aforeſaid being nor 
only diffatisfactory and diſpleaſing to our [ate King, but to the 
oreatelt part of the Nobility, Gentry and Commons of the Land, be- 

ides our ſelves ; eſpecially as niverſal conformity thereunto by the 
Covenant Was intended. 


Now to avoid theſe extreams into which we ſaw both _ =_ 
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way of ſeverity 


* Who ſhall be 
called to adviſe 
about matters 
of Religion, 
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before us,] even of a v1c/rar,- abſolmre and- whiverſab compulſion of com 
formity; that nothing: m Matters of Rev7gion ught be urged thac 
might go againſtour Conſcrences, and that accordingto our Principle, 


that particular Congregations are Independent, and ſubje& ro no Cen- 


fre trom any other Church. hut. that- of »or-communra. We have 
given a boundleſs & lawleſs toleration tO all corrupt and:!erroneoms Ops- 
trons, from the Anti-Trinitarian to the Quaker, wherein though 
we have run into much Confuſion and Diſorder, yer hwe we there- 


income nearertothe Judgment of Mr. Hales betore quored, than 


eicher the Presbyterian or Epiſcepal Party themſelves ; who in his 
Diſcourſe about dealing with erring Chriſtians, doth neither approve 
of the High Commiſſion Court, or of a Covenant toſear,down the 
Extirpation of Errour, Hereſie and Schiſme *. Fort faith he, P.55. 
* Severity againſt, and ſeparation from Heretical companies , took 
« ;rs Beginning from the Hereticks themſelves, and if we ſearch the 
E Stories, we ſhall find that rhe Church did nor at the ficlt ariſing, 
«© thruſt then from her, themſelves went out. And as for ſeverity, 
© that which the Doxatiſts ſometimes ſpake 1n their own defence, 
© Hlams efſe veram Ecccleſiam que perſecutionem patitur, non. que facit, 
< She was therrwe Church not which raiſed, bur Which ſuffered per- 
* ſecution, was de faftotrue for a great ſpace. For when Hereſies and 


& Schifmzes firſt aroſe in the Church, all kinds of volerce were uſed . 


< by the erring Fattions, bur the Church ſeemed nor for a long time 
< to have known any uſe of a ſword, but only of a Buck/er ;and when 
© ſhe began to uſe the. Sword, ſorhe of her belt and chiefeft Captains 
* much 4;/;ked #. The firſt Law that ever was made in this kind, 
© wasenacted by Theodo/5s againlt the Donatyſts ; but with this 
© reſtra:pr, that it ſhould extend agiin{t none but fuch as were tuna - 
* 7404 - and rilt thar time, they were not ſo much as touchr with 
© any nl, though but pecxmiary, til that ſhameful omrrage commit- 
© red againſt Biſhop Maximian, whom they beat down with Bars 
E 2nd Clubs, even as he ſtood ar che Altar ; ſorhar nor ſo much the 
© Erroxr of the Donatiſts, as their Riots and M4mmmues were by Ine 
* perial Lawes reſtrained. Fioge: 
- -Fhusfar Learneg, Piows and Moderate Mr. Halt's, of whoſc Fadzment had. 
the Epiſcopal Party becn' in the time of their Government,thele troahles in the 
C'urch had never been raiſed, nor had rhcſe miſeries.come upon the King and: 
Kingdom: And were bur whathe hath w-1ten, ſerioufly pondered by confoder- 
Ing, Chriftians of all Parties, it would pluck up the Cauſe of all our Divifons by 
the 700's, As I ſhall rherefore commend to you all * his Works ſer forth by Mr. 
Pearſon aforeſaid, fo.thisene' particular Paſiage more among the reſt ; It it 
ap mb 
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not ſaith he; p.54 © ir is not. the vaciery of Opinions, bur our own perverſe 
*t ;0s, who think it meer that all ſhould be conceited as our ſelves are; which = 
© harh fo 3#c0nvenienced the C-#!c., Were wenot ſarcady to axathematizecach = 
& other, where we concur not in opinion, we might in hearts be yaited, though 
& in our tongues we were divided, and that with ſingular profit to all ſides. It 
©« is rhe {6-ify of the Spirit iu the Bond of peace, and not Identity of Conceit,which 
&« the Holy Ghoſt requireth at the hands of Chrifd;ans, 

This ſhore «<Quota::0n giveth us a true account of the Cauſe and Cure of all our 
Chu-ch Diſſentions and Diviſions, 


Now that theſe Rents and Schiſnzs may not grow wider, but be 
healed up ( and Thofe therein offer the ſenſe of very many Church- 
Members ) I ſay, 1 ſhall humbly propound this expedient : Let 
bur the Epiſcopal and Presbyterian Parties abandon and renounce 
their Principle of wnrverſal Conformity and compulſion, and we ofthe. 
Gathered Churches, oxrs of a univerſal toleration and liberty for (0u- 
ſcience : They exerciſing no other compulſove power Over tender Con- 

ſerences,chan what they are furniſhed wich from the Word of God ; and 
we Cp and requiring noothier 4berty from them than what the 
Word of God allowes us. | 

And no doubt bur we ſhall find the Son of Righteouſyeſs ariſing 
upon us With healing under his wings, and give us all that wnity of 
Spirit, which is the Bond of Peace, though we have not Identity Of 
Conceits and Apprehenſions, and will make us all to be of one Heart, 
though we are not all of one 12d. 

By what way of Goverzment this may be beſt effeed, I leave to 
the Advice of an Aſembly of Religious and Learned Mimiſters of all 
Parties (whom no doubr the Parliament will ſpeedily ſummon ) 
and to the Reſulr and determinations of the Parl;ament thereupon,. 
in reference ro Church-matters(I hope) all ſober and moderate Inde-- 
pendents 1f not very weak, in judgment or irongly poſleſt with prejur 
dice , and many other corruptions therein, Will humbly ſub1t to: 
acqmeſcerherein. | n 

And nor only ſo, but alſo ro the judgment of that great Council, 
in reference to what they have voted, not only of the way of Go- 
vernment by Monarchy, but alſo to the Governmem of his Majeſty. 

Whoſe Gratious Declaration of a free and general pardon to all his 
Swubjetts, how faulty ſoever, excepting oaly ſuch as ſhall be hereafrer 
excepted by Parliament (which cannoc now be many, conſidering the 


. chrefeſt are gone down into the duft.) And alſo of Z;berty to render 


Conſcrences, and that no man ſhall be diſquieted or called in fo pI 
differences of Opinion inmatters'of Religion, that do not difurl of e. Peace: 
of the Kingdoms.  * 

E.2- I: 


\ Y 


Iſa | wan Fthis Mag , Whom. 
any of out Cov Terrell us we have Tan offended.,-and ex- 
co ſuch grear -affttions, and Swfferingsy. ſhould 'now --nolecur 
2arcs chrough great-carrricrom.and pentem.alremorſe for. whatis paſt, 
apimotcus £0. Kefel uglons of alt die. Loyalty and Subjetttoriito? his: 
Government for rhe 3e 1d come: and' : at nor: Far bh buc for 
Conſcience __- "Uo 6. 
Merhinks - having .Cas 4 to judg "WM 
his Gracious expreſ dhe.) rurned his; ;<d. heag . raged: 
| Ids rurn out hearts to.be Liyab road lint 
now to; make. good whit: F novy believe waniadaeby 
y his)Brezy Father, in the Advice he give to himbet 4. baD, 1 
of Wales; ſaich- he, one will be mois -. Wand Fe 
lend mes, than; thoſe SubjeFts, who ſenſible of 
pron Jaffe their -own Somles mit © pes to. Res. 
Rear defires to make ſos 1 on fortheir former, 
ff fs Nay, rhis Confidence his Late K pe had of ns molt, * 
- offending Su jets, that he further ſaich; inthe ſaid Advice; For 
© thoſe thar repent of any defelt in their Duty 1h wes. 1 believeye ſhall. find. 
them truly zealous to repay with __ that ths and Jave 4 Sap 
that was dne to Me. MLT 
* Surely. by-what I have ſo larg By nile, n.in-alkr. is Diſ-. 3 
courſe, we of the Gathered a4; cannot be ſo fwpid;--bur needs -- 
beets 8 =. uſt be browughc to a ſenſe of this, that. we Sax er 
| _ D =: | nc 11.0ur | owt to the S IK The: pn 
7 
4 BS) & Some: ta 5 
II ” falfering death © 
OY ' and baniſh» 
ment, ec. 


Let' our Cortrgtions now be/urned into this Fo emulation, bi. Par, : 
of us ſhallve*moſt piojus rowards God, nioſt Lou! toward the... Kiug, and moſt” 
loving one apother :' And'then no doubt if our EE ee T Il he' "wil 
make not,only oil encmies to beat peace with us, bur us xo: be. at Peace &- amganyts + 
w'th all-diftnting. bretlxen & chey withizy,, & willgive us lt Bk e Lye 9 
the" Authority of the Nation,. the King & el > An Pd MESSE. 

in the Incegrity of. my heart have Fe alone this, Gates. ro 


. _ - Salem Pilkleles anda Church he 
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